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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Spill Prevention and Response 

Prevention and Emergency Response Program 
 

SITUATION REPORT 
 
INCIDENT NAME:  Alaska Trams Bunker Oil Container  SITREP #:  2 and Final 
 
SPILL NUMBER:  07119932501 LEDGER CODE:  Not Requested   
 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL:  The United States Coast Guard (USCG) notified the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation (ADEC) of the incident at approximately 11:55 AM on November 21, 2007. It is 
unknown when the spill began.  The spill was first reported to Alaska Marine Lines by a float plane pilot as the 
barge was underway near Ketchikan. 
 
TIME/DATE OF SITUATION REPORT:  3:00 PM November 23, 2007  
 
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT:  This is the final report 
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED:  Alaska Marine Lines (AML) revised the quantity of oil spilled to 
be approximately 1200 gallons of oily waste.  The oily waste was a mixture of diatomaceous earth and oil recovered 
during the cleanup of an abandoned bunker oil tank.  This estimate is based on the amount of product that has been 
recovered by SEAPRO personnel and placed into open top fifty-five gallon drum and DOT approved hazmat boxes. 
Approximately 100 gallons of oily waste may have spilled into the water. 
 
LOCATION:  AML Dock, Ketchikan, Alaska. 
 
CAUSE OF SPILL: Approximately 1,000 tons of oil and diatomaceous earth recovered during a fuel tank cleanup 
in Juneau was being transported in a 20 ft. open top, lined container to Seattle for disposal.  The door on the 
container apparently failed for unknown reasons allowing a portion of the contents to leak on to the 
deck of the barge, across the deck and into the water.  AML and U.S. Coast Guard personnel stated that only one 
third of the container’s oily waste was solidified.  The liner material in the container was unable to prevent the 
discharge of the oily waste once the door failed.     
 
POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP):  Alaska Trams, LLC, Juneau, Alaska. 
 
RESPONSE ACTION:  AML removed the surrounding containers so workers could access the damaged container, 
continue cleanup operations and to aide in the investigation of the spill.  The damaged container and three other 
containers transporting oily waste from the same tank-cleanup were removed from the barge and are being stored at 
a secure area in the AML facility.  The other three containers had small amounts of oil leaking from them and were 
in poor condition.  The U.S. Coast Guard has declared that the containers will not be permitted to be reloaded onto a 
barge until proper containment is provided. 
 
The barge was cleaned and resumed its voyage on November 22, 2007.    
 
SOURCE CONTROL: The source container was wrapped with heavy plastic and removed from the barge.  An 
additional three containers were also removed from the barge.  
 
RESOURCES AFFECTED: The marine waters of Tongass Narrows in the vicinity of Ketchikan. There have been 
no reports of oiled wildlife or shoreline impacts at this time.   
 
FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  The four containers used to transport oily waste will be stored 
at AML until proper containment is provided.  Once the USCG is satisfied that the containers have proper 
containment of the oily waste, they will be reloaded on a barge and transported to Seattle.   
 
WEATHER:  Weather conditions in Ketchikan are cloudy, approximately 45 degrees, winds light and variable. 
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UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:   
 Incident Commander: Dan Kelly, AML 

F.O.S.C. : Capt. Mark Guillory, USCG Sector Juneau  
S.O.S.C. : Bob Mattson, Southeast Alaska Response Team (SART) Juneau  
Field S.O.S.C.: Bob Fultz, SART Ketchikan 

 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: Bob Fultz, ADEC at 225-6200X1.  Photographs and other spill 
information are available for viewing at http://www.state.ak.us/dec/spar/perp/index.htm 

 

AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST 
 

This sitrep has been distributed via email to the Governor’s office, ADF&G, ADNR, SECC, USEPA, USDOI, 
NMFS, USFWS, and USFS in addition to the following. 

 
Agency Name Sent Via Additional Info Telephone Fax 

Alaska Trams, LLC John Rice   907-586-
2244 

 

Senate Dist. A Ketchikan Senator Bert 
Stedman 

Email Senator_Bert_Stedman@legis.sta

te.ak.us  

 

907-465-
3873 

(907)465
-3922 

Senate Dist. C  Metlakatla Senator Albert 
Kookesh 

Email Senator_Albert_Kookesh@legis.state.ak.u
s 

907-465-
3473 

907-465-
2827 

House Dist. 1 (Ketchikan) Representative 
Kyle Johansen 

Email Rep_Kyle_Johansen@legis.state.ak.us 247-4672 225-8546 

House District 5 
(Metlakatla) 

Representative 
Bill Thomas 

Email Rep_Bill_Thomas@legis.state.
ak.us  

907-766-
3581 

907-766-
3592 

USCG (MSD Ketchikan) Lt. Jason Boyer 
MSTC Steve 
Natale 
MST1 Jeff 
Wenciker 

Email 
Email 
Email 

jason.a.boyer@uscg.mil 
Steven.j.natale@uscg.mil 
Jeffrey.s.wenciker@uscg.mil 

225-4496 225-4499 

USCG (Sector Juneau)  Lt. Chris 
Williammee 

Email Christopher.J.Williammee@usc
g.mil 

463-2470 463-2445 

USDA Forest Service - 
Tongass Env. Engineer 

 Michele Marie 
Parker 

Email mmparker@fs.fed.us 772-5850 772-5895 

NMFS  Jon Kurland Email Jon.kurland@noaa.gov 586-7638 586-7358 
ADF&G  Tom Schumacher Email tom_schumacher@fishgame.sta

te.ak.us 
465-4346  

Ketchikan Indian 
Community 

General Manager 
Georgianna 
Zimmerle 

Email rsanderson@kictribe.org 228-4900 228-5224 

Organized Village of 
Saxman 

President Lee 
Wallace 

Fax  247-2502 247-2504 

Metlakatla Mayor Wellington Email jaeton@metlakatka.net 886-4441 886-7997 
City of Ketchikan Mayor Bob 

Weinstein 
E-mail citymgr@city.ketchikan.ak.us 225-3111 225-5075 

Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough 

Manager Roy 
Eckert 

E-mail mgr@borough.ketchikan.ak.us 228-6625 247-6625 

SEAPRO  Dave Owings Email dave@seapro.org 225-7002 247-1117 
 


